
St. John’s-worts Found Along “Parkway South” 

The genus name, Hypericum, comes from the Greek words hyper meaning “above” and eikon meaning 

“picture” from the old custom of hanging Hypericum flowers above a picture to ward off evil spirits at 

the Feast of St. John. This resulted in the plant’s common name of St. John's-wort.  

Our plant’s list for Parkway South includes 7 different Hypericum species; most are found at Wolf 

Mountain Overlook. Differentiating between some of them is difficult, so we’ve tried to come up with an 

easy key. Our photographers have provided pictures and we’ve included brief descriptions, so that next 

time we visit we can hopefully identify the different species. Note: herbaceous plants are annuals or 

perennials that die back each year; a woody shrub continues growing, thus its stem increases in 

diameter each year.   

 

Canada St. John's-wort (H. canadense): 

 

An erect (up to 2’ tall), slender, well branched herbaceous 

plant of moist habitats. Its narrow leaves are linear, 1” long 

but only ⅟16” wide. Its cymes are terminal and many-

flowered with small blooms measuring less than ¼”.  

 

 

 

Mountain St. John's-wort (H. graveolens): 

 

An erect (1-2’ tall), high elevation herbaceous plant of 

balds & seepage slopes. The leaves are ovate or elliptic, 

punctate with black spots, with a base that is rounded or 

clasping. The cymes are few-flowered, with only 5-14 

flowers/plant. The yellow petals have black glands, but 

only along their margins, and the sepals are usually without 

black lines or spots.  

 



Dwarf St. John's-wort (H. mutilum): 

 

A slender, erect (0.5 – 2.5’) diffusely branching herbaceous 

plant of bogs, marshes, and ditches. Its distinctive leaves are 

small (up to 1.5” long), ovate or elliptic, with clasping bases. 

Its diffuse cymes are many flowered with small blooms 

measuring less than ¼”.   

 

 

Spotted St. John's-wort (H. punctatum): 

 

An erect (1-3’ tall), sparingly branched herbaceous plant of 

thickets and damp places. Its sessile leaves are up to 2.5” long. 

The flowers are in terminal cymes. The leaves, sepals, and 

yellow petals all have distinctive black dots.  

 

 

 

 

Appalachian St. John's-wort (H. buckleyi) is a decumbent woody shrub found growing in mats 

on rocky cliffs and wet rocks at high elevations. A small, low growing plant less than 12” high, its 

leaves are elliptical to ovate and 1.5 – 2.5 times as long as wide. The small yellow flowers are 

solitary or in small cymes at the end of branches. H. buckleyi is very common at Wolf Mountain 

Overlook.  

 

Bushy St. John's-wort (H. densiflorum): 

 

An erect (1-3’ tall), sparingly branched woody shrub of 

balds and bogs. Its leaves are linear, 1-2” long and its 

multiple flowers (usually more than 7 per cyme) are borne 

in panicles at the ends of branches. This plant is also 

common at Wolf Mountain Overlook.  

 



Shrubby St. John's-wort (H. prolificum): 

 

An erect woody shrub (1-4’ tall) found growing in bogs, 

seepages, and dry rocky areas. The bark of adult plants 

becomes ridged and peels off easily to reveal a pale inner 

bark. Its lance-shaped leaves are 1-3” long; the largest leaves 

being only ¼ to ½” wide. H. prolificum has a large number of 

long bushy stamens that partially obscure the petals (hence 

the epithet “prolificum”, meaning many). The terminal cymes 

usually contain only 3-7 flowers.  
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