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Tap Your Roots into Volunteerism 

Emergent Ephemerals 

On March 15, 2016 Holmes Educational State 
Forest opened it’s gates for a new season. We’d 
like to thank community volunteers as well as 
the coordination staff from Carolina Mountain 
Land Conservancy, Carolina Mountain Club and 
the AmeriCorps Project Conserve for making 
plans to help us. Additionally, we look forward 
to hosting  several scout and church groups 
with service projects this spring.  

Special thanks to our contributing Eagle Scouts! 
Will Newkirk (Kiosk in main parking lot), TJ 
Newkirk (benches on Crab Creek Trail),         
Timothy Christie (gates at campground and 
campground wood crib), Michael Melendez 
(wood crib at the shelter) and soon to finish 
Max Bylenga (kiosk and new steps at campground).  
 
On April 15 from 10am-4pm we will host an AmeriCorps Project 
Conserve day of service. We hope to make improvements on the 
fire resources static displays and routine building maintenance. A 
section of the day will be devoted to forestry education. Interested 
volunteers should contact the office for further information.  

Ephemeral, a Greek word meaning ‘lasting but a day’ describes the spring wildflowers which thrive for 

approximately four weeks of the year. These early risers grow close to the ground, allowing them to be 

highly adapted to fluctuating and unpredictable snow and sunny weather in late February and early 

March. These small flowers  take advantage of the abundant early spring sunshine reaching the forest 

floor before the new canopy leaves shade their petals. In some cases, these flower colonies, especially 

trout lily, are older than the towering trees above them. (Source: NC State College of Natural Resources) 

Trout Lily 



Canopy Conversations (General Forest updates) 

Remember, all pets must be on a leash and alcohol is  
prohibited in the forest  

The covered picnic shelter can be reserved                      
Tue-Fri from 9am-4pm and Sat-Sun 10am-5pm                              

Call the office for assistance 
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Signs of the Past  

2016 Program Schedule  

Upon entering Holmes Educational State Forest, a green sign greets    
visitors revealing historical clues of the site.  After a period as a tree 
nursery (1930s-1970), the property was designated as a Small State 
Forest in 1972 and managed to provide a public demonstration of     
forestry practices. In 1972, with the help of a matched grant of $70,679 
from the U.S. Department of Interior’s Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, 
five miles of trails and other developments took place within the forest 
boundary.  Today visitors can continue to enjoy the variety of steep and 
moderate trails under the canopy of mature trees. 

 

EE Workshops, Category II 

For more information contact Amy Kinsella, Education Ranger (828) 692-0100 

1299 Crab Creek Rd. Hendersonville, NC 28739   holmesesf.ncfs@ncagr.gov 

Open 
Tuesday-Friday  

9am-5pm 
Saturday-Sunday 

10am-6pm 

May  21 — Project Learning Tree     

preK-8th Grade Educators 

Category II or I 

June 18 —  

Pollinators 

11am 

July 23 — 

Habitats 

11am 

Aug 13 — 

Smokey’s 

Birthday 

10am-1pm 

Kids and Family Programs 

(The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation of 1962, was under the U.S. Department of Interior, and tasked with planning outdoor            
recreation opportunities assisting private, local, and state organizations with their recreation planning. The Bureau was absorbed 
into the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service in 1977, which itself was absorbed into the National Park Service in 1981). 

September 24 — 

Birds 

starting at 8am 

October 22 —  

Fall Tree ID 

starting at 11am 

April 16 —  Wildflower Hike 

10am-noon 

All programs require an RSVP 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heritage_Conservation_and_Recreation_Service

