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President: Elteon Hansens Ireasurer: llargaret Kuhn
Vice President: [1illie Rlzha distorian: Loulse Foresman
Secretary: Margaret Canfield

The ANNUAL MEETING (1/25/83), attended by 75 persons, was most
successiul this year, Millie Rlaha, with the nelp of Jeanne Smith and
a commifttee, was creative in taking us all forward +toward spring with
a valentine motif - the tables looked so festive! TIn the meeting Dick
Smith, out-goinz president, presented a complete Report of the Roard
before relinquishing his position to Elton Hansens, our new vresident,

The Snmwblrﬁ Mountain T Gdﬁe trip, planned for in April, was
discusgedﬁ lton alsc mentioned a meeting which he and Dick attended
2Cear r
i

recently to d*scusq, with the National Park Service personnel, the
establishment of a one-mile nature trail on which plants ars to be
labelled, Dick will be in charge and the NPS will vrovide the
materials (markers, etc. ).

The covered dish luncheon food was varied and cdellciocus, as always,
and the ccmraderey was enjoyed by all

W %%

he first meeting of the Western Carclina Rotanical Club was
neld on March 27, 1973, with Joe Schatw cresiding as acting
nrasident,

{he purpose cof the club was suggested as follows:

-t

L. Tor the study, enjoyment, and appreciation of the plants
f s tern North Carolina in thuiﬁ natural environment.

2, Tar +ha h01¢ecticﬁ and compllation of in
n tne pilants of WNC and the disseminats
intersasted rersons,

J»  Tor the education of interested persons in the enjovment
and apprecilation of wildflowers and other plants.

The clud’s first officers were elected at that meeting:
President Lincoln Highton
Vice President Zordon Tool y
Secretary-Treasurer R2arbara Hallowell

Zarry Logan was the first Chalrman of the Field Triv Committee.,

< 3 3¢

(Henderseonville, unless otherwise indicated)
Arbuckels, William L. and Yvonne, 2.3, #1, Rox 71,

Rebhineville, N, ¢, 28771 Phone 470-6065
Heinzerling, Ruth Z., 1035 Greenwood Dr., Apt. 2  Phone 5930073
Lucag, ¥ilton and Davothvy 1020 Carousel Lane Fhone 293=-4001
Nelzon, Wharton, 121 RBriarwocd Lane Phone £%2-2290
Thornion, Merle and Phyllis, 3110 Cardinal Lanse Phone £92~8727
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mountain wildilowers, eXpress surprlse wneﬂ they are tTold That one
of the prettlest 1s a chickweed.

Many springtime vislitors, having heard oI the southern

Thelr doublts wvanisn, tThough at
first sight of Stellaria pubsra, oOr
gv Ghickweed, an atTtractive perennial
mmorn in rich woods except at the higher
elevations. The white flowers are nearly
one-half inch across and have five petals
which, as 1in others of the gernus, ars s0

deeply cleft That there often appear To

te Ten. Radlatlng from The center ars

Ten long stamens each u1pped with a brick-

red anther. A similar specles known as

S. corei, cor sometimes as S. silvatica,

differs mainly 1in having longer, acumin-

ate sepals, and 1s more prevalent wesT 0I STELLARIA PUBERA
The Appalachlans. |

These are our only natlve STeilarias. One of The allen
species is, of course; the ubiquitous Common Chickweed (S. media);
a2 weed which has spread from Zurcpes over much of the world and may
be Found blooming almosu any time of the year. As nearly sveryonse

¥nows, 1T 1s =& weah, tufted annual with little ovate Lleaves and
Tiny Iflowers. wther 1s S. graminea, or Lesser Stitchwort. Thi
18 diffuaely b“anchmﬁ with slender four-angled stems, narrow Lin-
ear leaves, and flowers that are slightly smaller than Those oI
S. Tubera.

cnickweed” hag been Tbor-
rowed for some speclies of Ceragtium, a genus
whose flowers have petals notched only T 0
about the middle, and five styles (Stellarias
have three except for S. aguatlca, which has
a more northern distribution and iz rare in
North Carolina). A familiar example is 2,
vulgatum, which takes part of 1ts commecn name
Mouse-ear Chickweed from the shape and hair-
CERASTIUM iness of its leaves.

BLGATUM

The name
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GREEZTINGS FROM THE BOTANICAL GARDENS AT ASHEVILLE

When Helen Turner approached us about contrivuting to SHORTIA, our answer was DIre-
destined. We were honored, of course; however, wWe were also most happy to recipro-
cate in a small way to the dedication which Western Carolina Botanical Club members
have shown to our (and your) RBotanical Cardens. We hope that this new dialogue will
cement Iurther our pleasant association.

This is a year of amnniversary and achievement. Twenty-five years ago a group of Pub-
lic-spirited individuals conceived the idea of a botanieal garden on a ten-acre tract

of land set aside by Asheville-Riltmore College. The arrangement was continued when
the college became University of North Carolina at Asheville, and because of their
proximity to the campus, the Gardens were named Unlversity Botanical Gardens at
Asheville, Inc. Since then, volunteers have staffed the Organlzaticn. There is no
administrative connection with, nor financial aid from, the University. Similarly,
we are lndependent of City, County, State and Federzl Jurisdiction, and are free to

carry out the terms of our Charter--to preserve and display the native flora of North

Carolina. How well this has been done is evident in the natural beauty and diversity
0f the Gardens.

For the past two years, a concrete i1llustration of the work of our volunteers has _
been emerging, and on February 17th we are nolding the first Corporate meeting in
the new Botany Center. You are familiar with this wonderful and useful building,
which 1s the culmination of volunteer efforts ralsing a total of nearly $300,000.

As an assoclated Garden or Botanical Club, and as contributors and Wworkers, you are
free to use the facilities of the Sotany Center at any time. While there, be sure to
inspect the two beautiful wildflower volumes which you donated to the Library, as
well as the fabulous Mary Millender collection of pressed Ilowers, which Dick Smith
nhas zindly indexed. That collection, and its nistory, will be discussed in another
issue of these "Greetings".

Cur next public affair, always the principal one of the year, will be the "Day in
the Gardens". We will continue the custom started last year of having two "Days"”,

on Friday and Saturday, May 3rd and 4th. The first day will be mainly plant sales
and tours, and on Saturday art, food, refreshments, music and other atiractions

wlll be added. We guarantee that our world-famous wildflowers will be in bioom on
the first weekend in May, and we trust that the weatherman will cooperate. As usual,
tnhe Days in the Gardens will bte coordinated with the three~day Spring Wildflower and
Blrd Pilgrimage, sponsored by UNC-A, the Blue Ridge Parkway, and the Gardens,

Many of ycu have volunteered in the Gardens, but there may De some who do not feel
physically able to do so. Now theyv also can contribute. From March +to December vol-
unteer nosts and hostesses have kept the Botany Center open from 9 to 4, working 33~
nour shifts. They have found that greeting thousands of visitors from all over the
world, and associating with friends in octany, has been a most rewarding eXperience,
Last year Eleanor Main was one of several who came to the Center and said "T like
thls place; I want to volunteer". Now she is in charge of volunteers and will be

glad to hear from you at 684-4634, or you may leave word at the Botany Center, 2524
5190,

1 nope Dick Smith and others will not be perturbed because of my having used no
Latin names in this initizl venture., I will rectlily that in the next issue, when I
tell you of my results, good and bad, in starting wildflowers for the Gardens Ifrom
seed supplied by the American Rock Garden soclety, the North Carolina Wildflower
Preservation Soclety and the American Horticultural Soclety.




HYDRILLA, A SERICUS AQUATIC WEED

Hudrilla, {(Hydrills Vertiﬂillata), is one ¢f the most noxiocus
2ds of the aquatlc environment ever introduced into the United States
}d has the potential of being an important problem in North Carolina,
a very short periocd 1% may render a body of water useless by forming
ense mats on The surface, frequently covering the entire water area,
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Hydrilla, a plant native to East Africa, was brousght irto this
cauntry around 1959 for use in aguaria and was sold as "star-vine" or
"oxygen plant", Probably carelessness introduced it into south Florida
canals, Most of the water sheds in Plorida are now infested zand
hydrimla has been found in the coastal states northward to Delaware. il
is also present in Louisiana, Iowa, Texas, and California.

L]

in North Carolina hydrilla was first positively identified in 1680
from three lakes in Umstead Park in Raleizh, In 1981 3 survey in a
25-mile radius from Umstead conducted by tha North Caroliina Deparbﬂenu
of Agriculture revealed the weed at thirteen sites. Thus, nydrilla 1is
definitely established in North Carolina and the votential exists for
wide-spread infestations, ' |

-+

Hydrilla belongs to the family : Jdrocharltaceam and 1s closely

related to other noxious aquatic Dlanubﬁ Hydrilla resembles Rrazilian
wlodea, also introduced into the United States. Leaves of hydrilla are
dark grzen and 8 to 18 mm, lonz and 4 mm., wide, arranged in whorls of

3 te 5, Leaves have saarnly toocthed mawﬂiﬁs and spines aleng the
midrib, Flowers are inconspicuous., The plant grows profusely, often
in water over 15 meters deep., Only one wh Grl of leaves is necessary

on a stem To produce a new olant Turcers formed on the rhizomes are
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J, J. DeMont, EXtension Fisheries Specialist, warns "Hydrilla is
perfect weed, It can regenerate a new vlant from mest of its parts;
whas 7}
LIlE

a
1% has "winter buds”™ which survive the cold: and it has tubers in
301l which do not dle when chemlicals are applied,"

Control of hydrilla is being atitempted by removal of plants, by
use ¢f herbdicides to kill Dlaﬁts, by plantling grass carv which feed on
the pnlants, and oy 1nbradu01ng insects whien are speclfic pests of
hydrilla, The aim is to keep hydrilla within bounds by use of a com-
tination of these methods, Removal and herbicide spraying result in a
larce volume of decaying residue which must be managed, The use of
The grass carp, mors cromerly czlled the wnite amur, o ccnsume the
weed, and of insect pests 1s etill experimental,

Frevention of spread to new waters 1s important and can he

accomplished with education and care., Since hydrilla is not easily

recognized by the lay publie, a”* viant fragments on tecats, motors,
S
atl

S et el

trailers and other aguatic z=zar should he removed and destroyed when
moving from a lake or sitream amd no aquatic plants QP any kind should
ve discarded into natural waiters, These measures will at least decreass
the spread of the weed To new areas,
| The Information here reported has been *taken from a number of
articles supplied uo me by K. A, Langeland, Crop Sclence ZXtension
Specialist, N, C. State Universlty, Raleigh.

Titon J. Hansens
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SAMBLINGS « PECPLE, PLANTS AND PLACES
“he JCONES GAP TRAIL, the next to last hike ot the year (11,/16/84)
was a lovely, deep forest trail alonz a rushing creek., Nine of us
enjoyed a hegutiful "fgll® day; only long-spurred violets wers blooming,
AZNRY OREEK FALLS, a new area to many of us, was enjoyed by 18 persons,
Azain, a lovely forest trail crossing numerous streams to high, twin
waterfalls within sight of which we ate our lunches., This was an

- -

esveclially orolific area for mosses ard lichens, VAN WINQERDEN'S ORETN-

-

H e bdd ind L

HOUSES, the trip attended by 40 persons to enjoy the sizht of acres of

poinsettias, chrysanthemums, colorful cacti, and african violets, is
ailwayes a favorite outing, LAND CF ZINGER THOMAS was a Presentation of

slides of twe trips to little St. Jonn in the U. S, Virgin Islands,

wlth commentary oy Dick Smith., A most interesting program was enjoyed
by 5% versons,

The new year 1985 gtarted ausplciously with slides of the Hansens'
trip to ALASKA last summer; beautiful phnotography and informative
commentary was enjoyed by 65 persons. Keeplng the new year to a nigh
standard indeed were the Hallowells in presenting a program on their
Trio to the GRAND CANYCON, also last sSummer; exveriences and obser-
vations while hiking and river-rafting in the area,. Again, beautiful
chotography and colorful comments to embellish the slides. We zare so
fortunate to have not only <*he expertise cof Dick Smith, the Hansens,
and the Hallowells in our midst, but their willingness to share it all
with us.

‘ne ZROPAGATICN COF NATIVE PLANTS turned out to be a very infor-
mative meeting since the sveaker, Or, Richard 2. Bir, was most interesting.
15 per=ons attended, The LIARN AND SHART session 1s mentioned below,
Tne DARIKWAY SNCW WALK was enjoyed by 9 persons who braved the TTey,
cold day. There was no snow, but the rime Frog+ cover made the shrubs.
and trees lacey-loocking in the glistening sun, which had come out

briefly., Cne interesting note water melting off the rock faces

looked so much like "tadpoles” swimming down, WHERE HAVE ALL THE

2LUERTRDS ZCMNS? brouzht out 52 persons, to whom Tim BoozZer presented
» o iin

slides and commentary, He has worked for so long in helpingz to bring
back The sastern bluebird, one felt privileged to listen to his
2Xpertise,

S0, anoiher three-month'’s events have slipped by, Keeplng us busy
and coming for more, Soon we'll be “"immersed" in the prolific spring
wildflower season. See vou then!

o e

Loulse Foresman, Historian

* % %

Tne LEZARN AND SHARE session at Hallowells on Feb, lst convinced
all participants that LEARN AND SHARE should be an annual event.
“ourieen people presented topics, and questlons and discussion flowed
freely, resulting in an execiting and fascinating exchange of infor-
mation., What a range of topics! =« -« -

= = = The evolution of seeds and consequent variations in seed
dlspersal; an introduction o messes; wild flower species USa

and Ingland have 1in ccommon; insect »heromones: splrals in nature:
communication among trees; food for thought about water use:

fean

now birds keep feet

0 Teel from freezing; how plants resvond to
rravity; hollies compared with vlants *that look like nollies;
edible piants in the lily and roze families; orchid cacti:
adartive radiation in »lants: and one intriguing tropical
vlant’s »ehavioral responses To 1tTs intermnal nesds, an amazing

talse,




WANTED: COLOR SLIDES

Tne March 15th prozram "WHAT IS IT?" will be =z bctanical "clinic”,

_____ in all those slides of flowers, trees, ferns, fungi, etc, that
you naven't been able to identify, and let the eXperts in the audience
try to tell you what they are. Nothing matters but the subject; photo-

JY
b

graphic quality, whether it is good or bad, will be lgnored. 3e
prepared to tell as much as you can remember ahout wnere and when the
slldes were taken. And bring lots - the more the better!

In addition, let's see some other slides of any subject you may
consider unusual or especlally interesting (whether identified or not),
These needn't be limited *o botany = any aspect of natural history
is all rizht, '

There's only one rule: PLEASE 3pot each slide by marking the

mount with a dot in the lower left~-hand corner on the side away from
the screen, After all, we do want to see them right-side urp,

* w3
DID YCU KNOW (And aren’'t we proud?) . .

+ » « that Tom and 3Barbara Hallowell are Wrlting a column
"Nature Notes”, published in the Hendersonville Times
News every Iaturday.

« « » that HMillie Blaha is starting on her 1lth year as a
columnist for the Transylvania Times, a Zrevard
newspaper. Her column, Nature Notebook, appears
every week,

. » . that Harvey Krouse has 14 members in a zZotany class
ne 18 teaching in Newton,

. + + Tthat Dick Smith spoke at the arnuzl meeting of the
Agheville Botanical Club,

A
“rem THE 2EST COF PETER MARSHALL, p 139-140

"2y and by, they came to a fork in the rosad.

ne old man directed the ox to the right,

'The left is the shorter way,' said the boy.,

'Ll xnow 1t,’ said the o0ld man, 'but this way is prettier.’

‘Tave you nc respect for time?' asked the impatient young man,

‘I respect it very much,® said the old fellow.

'That is why I like %o use it for looking at pretty things, '
‘ne right-hand path led through woodland and wild flowers.
‘The young man was so busy watching the =sun sink he didn't

+

notice how lovely the sunset was, "

: - xw 7 A - -
Contributed by Larry Xenvon
e
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do not make friends as we build h

. — “ - ~ 0 e . ) oy SN N NPy

2ut ag arvutuz, find them under the leaves 8¢ su»r lives,
- » * 34

nceailed 1n our exXveriences,

Author unkneown
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