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as one would expect, during those years ol ner troizzszlcis ?arﬁetf
' ‘ iblicets "Tre Z__i-2.: Zrzirie Path
melen Turner was editor of a publication "Thne ..l :zli:s - LT1e F&
Jewsletter." Your editor is privileged to ﬂ%?f SRR =< B quma?rt
- , . < L « .+ . {'.*1_""‘:- - :;E' r""lo e
of infermative and delightful issues titled "nz- <2 33 50,
‘ ‘ . PO S !
us see wnat there 1s to see 1n winter.
Thorns, large and swmall, arm many of our iress z: 2 = r.ls.
] TALL TREES
' Honey Locust Blacx Zzzuss
Compound thorns on Pairecd thorms
branches and trunk. . at leal bzase,
3 SMALL TREES
é - ¢ - —
?_ Wwild Crab Wild Plum
| Stiff modified twig. Modified twig.

NON-WOODY PLANT

Hawthorn Thistle

Real thorn. Even leavesg

have prickles.

SHRUBS
Blackberry ' Rose
Hooked thorns. Prickles.
Thorny leaves too.
Black Raspberry _ Buékthorn |
_ . »otiff thorns. + Thorn at end .
'?horny leaves. of twig. ,
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- generally found on the margins of the groves. This is the tree of

j%j;the Gak‘ﬁpenlngs, chosen site for pioneer homes. Acorns are very .
.. large with a "mossy" cup. . - Do e

,qf  hen the red-brown twigs are pointed. This is the dominant oak of the-J

' The bark is very dark and deeply furrowed. The inner bark is yellow;%

.. : Ppointed buds. This oak will survive under harsh conditions and is B

.-fa;;,”Often found on dry or gravelly soil. The cups of the acorns are

And now as you walk throuzh the winter woods, Helen
invites you to identify some common ozks by their
pbuds and acorns. You ray not find the Bur oak, since
we live in iis extreme southern limit.
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The bark of the trunk is gray ‘and flaky, and often appears smoothlormf;
”rubbed off in patches. The buds are rounded. The acorns, maturing

in one year, sprout soon after they fall and may winter-kill unless
buried by squirrels. '

The bark of the trunk is dark, thick, and deeply furrowed. It insu-

lated the tree against Indian fires and as a result, bur oaks are

The bark of the trunk is dark brown and ridged.or fﬁrrowed The buds

rlch m01st well-dralned forests. The cup of the large acorn is a
saucer. o o,

or orange and was used as a natural dye. Twigs are red-brown with

Black oagk
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#nat are rockbreakers? iles Feelle tells us in a
welcome letter to the editor, who has applied some
slight editing.
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The Seaxifrages* or Rockbreaxkers growing ofttimes in wet rock crevwcmﬂ,

constltute over 700U specles of the tewpsrate zone.

deslides the famllliar nerbaceous forms, the family includes =
number of atiractive shrubs such as wmock orange, currants,
and gooseberries as well as the hydrangess.

among <the herbacious saxifrages are the delightful olants
found in the mountain coves and tralls including the spring
Foam-flower, Alum-root, and 3ishop's Cap. |

Anotner, wnicn presentis some difficulty to identify, is
Astilbe often confused with Aruncus, a member of the rose
family. Astilbe, having the basic saxifrage stamen number

- of ten and its terminal leaflets with two side lobes,

separates it from Aruncus with more than ten starens.
Other tnat these features, the two plants are nmuch alike
and to some ocoservers they are just "Goat's-beards.®

Of all the saxifrages the favorite of many is the Grass-
of-Parnassus, which i8 neitner a grass nor a resident of

- Mt. Parnassus. This lete summer bloomer and lover of wet

seeps and lake margins is, as its name indicates, named for
the famous and sacred mountain in Greece. It is said that
tne QGreex< naturalist Dioscorides found it on the mountain,
though today it is not found thsre!

Like saxifrages in general, vetals and sepals are in fives.

Likewlse, the stazens are in fives with aliernste staminodes

whicn vary in size in the different species. (A starinode is

a sterile structure thought to be the fusion of three
starens; they mey be glands.) The center of the Grass-of-

Parnassus flower is s lacy area of great beauly and detail

under a2 hand lens.

The petals are white with a surprising green.centerline., Yo
other flower in our areas has such a2 condition and the effect
of wnite and green 1is most attractive.

Qur mountains with thin acid soil limit one species locally
to rarnassia asarificlia. In calcareous media found at
sluff Mountain in Asne CQounty, N.C., Parnassia grandifolia
was abundant along the fen margins. Other llmu-lcvlng

epecies are found in northern states and Cansads.

*Editor's rnote: nawme from saxum, & stone; and frangeri, to

oreak. The name derived through the Doctrine of Siznatures
L0 Ruropean species of the saxifrage farily bearing granular
bulblets, which were supposed to dlssolve urinary stones.
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This appropriaste cartocn was submitted by Len Sinish indicating the fact
that 3Bessie has learned her lesson well about the rlant vascular syster!

UPDATE ABOQUT 3AT CAVE

A8 stated in the September issue, the XNetional Conservancy is negotiating
Wwith Mrs. Flinsch, the owner of the 3ai 0Ozve nsture area. 3y & recent
pnone conversalion with Arthur Lawter, the present carstalrer for lirs.

Flinscen, I learned that although a definite agreerent will be consurrcated,
negotiations are still in progress.

Lawler has been approached to serve as caretsker under eventual donserveancy
menagement, bul he has at this time not given a2 commitment. riowever, he

nas assured me that he will be able to give permission to any acceptable
group Lo visit the preserve the spring of 1G81.
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And now Helen Turn

i

i

Answers will be published in the next issue of Shortiisa.




